
INTRODUCTION  

 

In 2017, Honoring Choices Pacific Northwest (HPNW) was 
just beginning to reach out to communities beyond 
healthcare organizations. It was clear that talking about 
advance care planning was tough; a new approach would be 
needed and wanted. 
 

Through good fortune, HCPNW found The Death Deck, a 
lively game with insightful questions about death and dying 
in a practical yet effervescent way. Here were questions that 
aided planning with laughter and joy, plus it was social. 
Advance care planning is and should be a social activity. An 
alliance was born to augment and amplify each others ’ good 
works whenever aligned, including sharing questions and 
hosting game nights. 
 

HCPNW would like to thank the following for their 
contribution to this event: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

especially, Lori LoCicero and Lisa Pahl, LCSW  

Robert Walden, actor and all-around good guy 

 
 
 

Honoring Choices Pacific Northwest is based in Seattle, 
Washington. We would like to acknowledge that we are on 
the traditional land of the first people of Seattle, the 
Duwamish People past and present, and honor with 
gratitude the land itself and the Duwamish Tribe. We invite 
you to join us is acknowledging and thanking indigenous 
people for their ongoing stewardship wherever you are 
located. 

https://www.honoringchoicespnw.org


INTRODUCTION TO THE GAME 
Remember The Newlywed Game? Married partners try to match 
answers to see who knows their partners best? This is just like 
that—except it's safe for audiences 13 and older. 
 

We'll ask questions; you'll write down answers. Then compare to 
see who matches the most. 
 

GRAB A PARTNER OR A TEAM 
You can play with one person or teams! Invite anyone who you 
think you know well or would like to know better. 
 

Wondering who to include? We believe including your health 
care agent is a terrific idea. If you don't know who that is or might 
be, check out the Washington State decision-making hierarchy 
poster here for suggestions. 
 

Remember: the more, the merrier (and informed)! 
 

SHOW WHAT YOU KNOW (GUESSES INCLUDED) 
Have you really been paying attention in life? 
 

Leaning on past conversations, interactions, and just what you 
imagine might be, you'll answer what you think your partner or 
team member will say.  
 

The questions will be relevant to future healthcare decision-
making.  
 

That might sound scary but really they are fun and happy 
questions. (Mostly.) 
 

THE ANSWERS MATTER; THE POINTS DO NOT 
You can totally be competitive in this game. Keep score. Seek 
bragging rights for knowing the most about everyone. 
 

But remember when all is said and done: it's not the points that 
matter. It's the answers. 
 

Sharing your goals, values, preferences, and decisions are the 
most important outcomes — for you and others in your life. 
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https://www.honoringchoicespnw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Hierarchy-Poster-WA-m202012.pdf


WHO SHOULD PLAY? 
• For two or more players 

 

WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF THE GAME? 
• To get to know people you 

care about better in case you 
need to make healthcare 
decisions for them in the 
future  

 

HOW DO YOU KEEP SCORE? 
• If you can say you know the 

people you care about better 
and had fun learning, then 
you get all the points  

 

HOW DOES THE GAME GO? 
Find a partner or a group; groups can play in teams or against 
each other individually. 
playing against a partner or others in a group 

• Take turns answering and 
guessing for the questions 
° For 2 people: one answers 

the question while the other 
guesses; then switch 

° For a group: one answers 
while all others guess; then 
rotate around so each 
person has a turn answering 

With each question, there will be about 20 seconds to write 
down the answer or guess.  

KEEP ALL ANSWERS AND GUESSES SECRET UNTIL PROMPTED 
FOR THE REVEAL! 

When prompted, all guessers display their written answers. After 
all guesses have been shown, then the answerer reveals the true 
answer. 

An additional 20 seconds will be allowed for discussion on the 
revelations. During this time, answerers for that question award 
points to players they consider had correct guesses. 
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• Suitable for ages 13 and up 

• To score the most points by 
correctly matching your 
guesses with others’ answers 

• Each correct match is              
awarded 1 point; if a bonus 
round occurs, each correct 
match is worth 3 points 

playing in groups as teams 

• Divide players into (evenly 
numbered) team 

• Take turns answering and 
guessing for the questions 
° On each team, one answers 

the question while all others 
guess; then rotate around so 
each person on each team 
has a turn answering 



REGISTERING FOR THE LIVE ZOOM GAME 
Registration is required for the live event; registration can be 
found here. Each location only needs one registration. As many 
people can play gathered around one screen that will be 
comfortable. 
 

If there are multiple locations (for example, different homes, 
rooms, etc.), one registration will be needed for each location. 
 

You can invite others to join you using our pre-drafted evite here 
or by sending an  email with the registration link here. 
 

PLAYING WITH OTHERS 
If everyone is in the same location, you can simply physically 
show what guesses/answers were written down when the reveal 
is prompted. 
 

If fellow players are in different locations, we suggest creating a 
group chat. Guesses and answers can be drafted in the text and 
then sent after the prompt. 
 

This event will be on Zoom so if you and others in your group are 
familiar with options within the webinar platform (like pinning or 
direct message), feel free to utilize what is available. Please be 
aware that answers may be visible to others not part of your 
group. 
 

DURING THE LIVE EVENT, YOU WILL NOT BE ASKED TO SHARE 
ANSWERS WITH EVERYONE PARTIPATING VIRTUALLY.  You will 
be promoted to share guesses and answers playing the game 
with you that you know. 
 

HOW TO PREPARE 
Just show up with pencil and paper for each participant. If you 
would like, you may print multiple copies of page 5 (the next 
page) in this packet to use and the guess/answer sheets. You can 
also try answering practice questions found on page 6. Finally, if 
you want to purchase The Death Deck game, you can do so here 
and save 10% with promo code HCPNW10. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2016160910967/WN_gPvF3p6CSZ-Ki-OXhN1llg
http://evite.me/T8VPGbW6Kd
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2016160910967/WN_gPvF3p6CSZ-Ki-OXhN1llg
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ALL IMAGES CREATED BY AND COPYRIGHT TO THE DEATH DECK 


